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Preface

By the Bishop of Kingston

Church growth does matter – both in the depth and extent of Christian faith. So I am very pleased that the Kingston Episcopal Area has been willing and able to participate in the Signs of Growth Project. We are building on the benefits of a similar exercise already undertaken in the Woolwich Episcopal Area – with fascinating results. It has been good to enter the same partnership with the Warwick Religions & Education Research Unit under the leadership, for this project, of Professor Leslie Francis and Dr David Lankshear. Their expertise has been invaluable. My thanks also go to the Archdeacon of Lambeth for his expert and thoughtful guidance of this project in our Episcopal Area.

I am very grateful that 122 churches in the Kingston Area (which is very nearly all our churches) took part in the survey in November 2010. In total 13,027 people in church that week completed the survey. This in itself is testimony to the deep commitment of the clergy and congregations of the Kingston Area to the mission of the Church.

The task before us now is to interpret and apply the findings to help to shape our mission and ministry more effectively in ways that lead to growth. These findings and their application will be an important part of our thinking and planning in the Kingston Area for the years to come.

Let us pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we move forward.
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Foreword

This study has emerged from the British tradition of empirical theology and represents a close collaboration between the Church and the Academy, between the Diocese of Southwark and the Warwick Religions and Education Research Unit within the University of Warwick.

The first preliminary report for the study was published in 2009 focusing on the Woolwich Episcopal Area. We called that report Signs of Growth. This second preliminary report, Signs of Growth in Kingston, focuses on the Kingston Episcopal Area.
The original initiative for the study within the Woolwich Episcopal Area came from the Archdeacon of Southwark, the Venerable Dr Michael Ipgrave. The invitation to extend the study to the Kingston Episcopal Area came from the Archdeacon of Lambeth, the Venerable Christopher Skilton, and has been nurtured and supported by the Bishop and Archdeacons of the area. We wish to express our gratitude to Tina Roberts for overseeing and managing the process with care and good humour at a very busy time of year and to Geetha Srinivasan for her active support of the process. We would also like to thank the clergy and people of the Episcopal Area for welcoming the project into their churches.
As far as possible we are following the same structure in both reports to facilitate cross-referencing between the two documents.

We are pleased to commend this report for discussion and study in the Diocese and in the wider Church. 
David W. Lankshear

Leslie J. Francis

Warwick Religions and Education Research Unit

1. Introduction

Empirical Theology

When people asked Jesus to talk to them about the Kingdom of God, Jesus invited them to go off and to do their own empirical research. ‘Go and watch the sower,’ he said, ‘and learn about the patterns of growth that occur in the natural world. God made that world too and the same kind of patterns apply wherever God reigns.’ The British tradition of empirical theology is a direct response to this invitation that Jesus still issues to the Church.

During March 2009 a detailed study was conducted within the Woolwich Episcopal Area and shared more widely at the Southwark Diocesan Clergy Conference held in Swanwick during September 2009. These findings have generated considerable interest and discussion within the Diocese. We welcomed the invitation to repeat and extend the study within the Kingston Episcopal Area.
Exactly the same procedure and the same questionnaires have been used in the Kingston study as were used in the Woolwich study in order to make sure that the two sets of findings could be discussed together. These findings address the following questions:
Where is the church growing?

Who is being drawn into the church?

Are there groups that the church is not reaching effectively?

Are there groups which the church is not touching?

What strategies seem to be effective in our area?
Who is attending our churches and what are their views on church life and growth?
The findings are drawn from two surveys, one addressed to the parish clergy, and one addressed to the church participants.

Listening to the clergy

The clergy were invited to provide the following information:

· to describe the acts of worship held on Sunday 7 November 2010.
· to describe the acts of worship conducted during the period between Monday 8 November and Saturday 13 November inclusive;

· to check a list of activities (like Sunday school and bible study groups) associated with their church;

· to list the most significant activities undertaken by their church since the beginning of 2007 in terms of promoting church growth;

· to list what they see as the most important factors in the area served by their church as representing opportunities for church growth;

· to list what they see as the most important factors in the area served by the church as obstacles to church growth.
This present report will draw on answers to the first three questions. The other three questions will be dealt with at greater length in a subsequent report.

Listening to the participants

The participants were invited to complete a short questionnaire in the context of the service that they attended. This questionnaire was designed to gather three types of information.

The first set of questions was largely factual and invited the participants to circle one of a range of pre-coded answers. For example, they were asked to indicate their age by circling one of eleven specified age categories.

The second set of questions was largely attitudinal and invited the participants to respond to short well-focused statements on the classic five-point scale, circling one of five options: agree strongly, agree, not certain, disagree, disagree strongly.

The third set of questions was open-ended and invited the participants to write their responses to the following four issues.
· What encourages you to attend this church?

· The things I like best about this church are…

· The things that I do not like about this church are…

· The things that I would like to see happen in this church are…

The present report will draw on answers to the first two sets of questions. The third set of questions will be dealt with at greater length in a subsequent report.

The aim was that everyone who attended an Anglican ‘act of worship’ during the week beginning Sunday 7 November 2010 would be asked to complete a copy of the questionnaire. The decision regarding what to deem an ‘act of worship’ was left to the parish staff. The definition offered to them included all formal services held on Sunday 7 November 2010 and during the weekdays following up to and including Saturday 13 November, including baptisms held outside the main service but excluding funerals and weddings. The definition also included less formal activities where worship played a significant part, including ‘Fresh Expressions’ of church.

In order to deliver a full picture of those participating in worship, it was emphasised that everyone (including children who may be too young to read and write) should either complete the questionnaire themselves or have a copy of it completed on their behalf. Children were given the option of not completing the attitudinal section.

All participants were assured of confidentiality and anonymity. The completed questions were gathered together and passed to the Archdeacons.
Using this report
Using the information provided by the surveys (among the clergy and the people) this report has been structured in the following way.

First, we begin by listening to the clergy in order to provide an overview of two aspects of their ministry within the Episcopal area. We listen to the number of services and ‘acts of worship’ provided within their churches during the seven day period of the survey. This gives us a feel for the number of points of contact that the Anglican Church has with its worshippers. Then we move on to a consideration of the range of contacts that these churches establish within their community and that may have the potential for facilitating church growth. We distinguish between four kinds of activity: ministry among young people, discipling groups, interest groups, and social engagement.
Second, we take a broad overview of meeting the people and place the demographic profile of those who attend acts of worship within the context of the relevant data provided by the 2001 census for the same geographical area. The three key issues with which we are concerned are age, sex, and ethnicity. This gives us a feel for how representative the worshippers are of their wider local community.

Third, we listen to the adults aged twenty or over who completed the survey. We begin be listening to who they are and how they relate to the church that they were attending during the survey period. We asked: 

· Have you been baptised? 

· Are you on the electoral roll of the parish church? 

· Have you been confirmed? 

· If not confirmed, have you been admitted to communion? 

· Have you ever belonged to a Christian denomination other than the Anglican Church / Church of England?

· Have you ever belonged to a faith other than Christianity?

· How often do you attend church apart from weddings and funerals?

· During the previous four Sundays how many times have you attended Eucharist/Holy Communion/Mass, Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, Family/All age service, or other types of service?

· How long did it take you to travel to church today?

· How did you travel to church today?

· How long have you regarded this as your church?

· Do you currently belong to another Christian church or fellowship?

· How long have you lived at or within a mile of your present address?

· Are you employed, retired etc.?

The answers to these questions give a feel for who is worshipping in our churches.

Then we listen to how the adult worshippers feel about their connection with the churches. In this context we explore seven themes that we style:
· a sense of belonging;

· a sense of not belonging;

· feeling at home;

· drifting away;

· faith and life;

· building for the future;
· growing in faith.

Answers to these questions give us a feel for signs of growth, for seeds of hope, and for the dangers and warning signs that we need to note. Then we explore how these adults perceive their sources of spiritual help, distinguishing between six themes that we style:
· ancient and modern;

· church services;

· books;

· prayer and contemplation;

· other people;

· church groups.

Fourth, we listen to young people of school age (between five and sixteen-year-olds) who completed the survey. This section follows the same basic outline as the previous section listening to the adults, but draws special attention to those emphases important to the churches’ response to young people. Listening to the young people gives a feel for a key component of our Church’s future. 

Reflecting on the findings
Following these analyses of the response to the two surveys, we offer some key points for reflection, suggestions for future analysis of the information gathered, and challenges for further research. Jesus’ invitation to go and to observe the sower was not simply a one-off invitation to watch, but rather an invitation to adopt a clear methodological perspective. Where there are signs of growth, the hand of God is at work. It would be a failure on our part not to observe, not to take note, and not to collaborate as co-workers where God reigns.

Appendix

So far the report has been crafted on the evidence provided throughout the whole of the Kingston Episcopal Area. To help local use of the survey, separate analyses have been undertaken for each of the two archdeaconries. We have not commented on the archdeaconries separately, but the statistics are collated to speak for themselves in dialogue with the bigger picture for the Episcopal Area. For the initial distribution of the report similar analyses have been prepared for the eight Deaneries. In each church’s copy the analysis for their deanery and for their own church will be included as separate sections making a customised report for every participating church.
2. Listening to the clergy 

Introduction
This chapter explores two key pieces of information from the survey completed by the clergy: information about the number of acts of worship, and information about the types of church-based activities on offer in the parishes. All told 126 clergy were invited to complete the survey and 122 did so.

Acts of worship

2.1 Number of Sunday acts of worship










Church











     %

     

One







  
     36
Two








     31
Three








     20
Four








     12
Five








       1

These figures demonstrate that the majority of churches are concentrating their Sunday opportunities to worship onto one (36%) or two (31%) services. Only a small number of churches go beyond this and offer three (20%), four (12%), or five (1%) services.
2.2 Number of weekday acts of worship










Church











     %

     

None








     24
1-2







  
     39
3-4








     14
5-6








     11
7-8








       5

9-12








       4
13+








       3
Weekday provision for acts of worship varies greatly across the Episcopal Area: a quarter of the churches (24%) make no weekday provision for acts of worship, while 12% hold at least seven acts of worship on weekdays.
Church Activities

2.3 Ministry among Young People










Church











   
     %

   

Sunday School






   93
Children’s club






   27
Youth Club or group






   53
Church sponsored uniformed groups




   36
Godly Play







   10
These figures demonstrate considerable commitment to work among children and young people. Most churches provide a Sunday School (93%) and half of them provide a youth club or youth group (53%). Church sponsored uniformed groups play a part in one in every three churches (36%). Children’s clubs happen in a quarter of the churches (27%). The emergence of Godly Play as a tool for Christian Nurture has appeared in a small number of churches (10%).

2.4 Discipling groups











Church











   
    %



House groups







    43
Bible Study groups






    67
Alpha Course







    17

Emmaus programme






    13
Other discipleship groups





    39
Discipling groups for adults are available in most parishes, with 67% offering Bible study groups and 43% offering house groups. Alpha courses are offered by 17% of the parishes and the Emmaus programme by 13%. Other discipleship groups are offered by 39% of the parishes.

2.5 Interest groups










Church











     %



Mothers Union






     16

Church choir







     63
Men’s club







     25
Women’s group






     28
In terms of interest groups, the church choir comes to the top of the list in 63% of the churches. Men are offered a club in a quarter of churches (25%) and women are offered the Mothers Union in 16% of the Churches and other women’s groups in 28% of the churches. 
2.6 Social Engagement










Church











     %



Marriage preparation






    59
Parent and toddler group





    62
Coffee bar







    21
Lunch club







    24
Over sixties







    34
Three out of every five churches are involved with parent and toddler groups (62%) or with marriage preparation activities (59%). One third of the churches are involved in activities among the over sixties (34%). A lunch club is provided by 24% of the churches and a coffee bar by 21%.
3. Meeting the people

Introduction

This chapter sets out to discuss the responses to the survey completed by those who attended worship, and addresses two specific questions. How well was the survey conducted, and how representative are the worshippers of the community from which they are drawn?

Conducting the survey

All 126 churches within the Kingston Episcopal Area were invited to participate and 122 did so. The total number of useable questionnaires returned was 13,027. The following table sets that figure within the broader context of membership, electoral roll, and average Sunday attendance data for 2008 held by the diocese. The response to the survey was most satisfactory. 

3.1 Participation by Individuals











     N

Electoral roll 2008







18,307
Average Sunday attendance 2008





18,360
Completed Questionnaires






13,027
Who comes to acts of worship?

The data provided by the 2001 census enables the demographic characteristics of those attending acts of worship to be set against the wider profile of the local population. The three key issues concern sex, age and ethnicity.

3.2 Sex








Church

Census









     %

     %

Male







    37

    49


Female







    63

    51


These findings on the ratio between men and women in our churches are broadly consistent with other figures for the Church of England. In our congregations generally women outnumber men by the ratio 2:1. Reaching men remains a challenge.

3.3 Age









Church

Census









     %

     %

0-4







      6

      7
5-11







    12

      7
11-16







      6

      6
17-19







      1

      3
20-29







      5

    21
30-39







    12

    18
40-49







    15

    14
50-59







    13

    10
60-69







    13

      6
70-79







    11

      5

80+







      6

      4
In terms of the age profile, our churches are not doing badly with the school age population (five to sixteen-year-olds). They are seriously missing out on those in their twenties and thirties, and doing well among those aged fifty and over. The real point of encouragement is that signs of growth appear among those in their forties. The churches in the Episcopal Area are not working only among the elderly, but significantly among those in the years of active adulthood.

3.4 Ethnicity









Church

Census









     %

     %

White







    75

    75
Mixed







      4

      3
Asian







      2

      7
Black







    18

    12
Other (including Chinese)




      1

      3

In terms of ethnicity our churches have a strong representation from the Black community. While the Black community accounts for 12% of the local population, it accounts for 18% of those who attend Anglican acts of worship. On the other hand, our churches have under representation from the Asian community. While the Asian community accounts for 7% of the local population, it accounts for just 2% of those who attend Anglican acts of worship.
4. Meeting the Adults

Introduction

This chapter examines the responses to the survey of all those aged twenty or over. This chapter begins by listening to who they are and to how they relate to the church that they were attending during the survey period. Then the chapter listens to their pattern of church attendance.

Who comes to acts of worship?
4.1 Marital Status









Adults

Census








     
    %

    %
Single







 19

    46
Married






 57

    38
Living with a partner





   6

      -
Widowed






 10

      6
Separated






   2

      3
Divorced






   5

      7
Divorced and remarried




   1

      -
The adults who attend worship come from a range of family backgrounds. Over half of them are married (57%), but many are not. Around one in twenty is living with a partner (6%), or has experienced separation or divorce (5%). Two in ten are single (19%) and one in ten is widowed (10%). Differences in marital status may be reflected in differences in expectations and differences in needs.

4.2 Employment status











Adults











     %


Full-time








    38
Part-time








    17
Unemployed








      4
Carer/housewife/househusband





      7
Retired







    

    32
Student








      2


In terms of employment status, the crucial statistic concerns the number of adult worshippers who are economically inactive: 32% are retired, 4% unemployed, 7% style themselves as carers/housewives/househusbands and 2% are students. Of the 55% who are employed, 38% state that they are in full-time employment and 17% are in part-time employment. These figures may have implications for the income generation of local churches.
4.3 Baptised











Adults










    
    %
     

No









     4

Yes as an infant







   71
Yes as a child








     9
Yes as an adult







   15
Unsure









     1
The majority of adult worshippers have been baptised, with just 4% saying that they have not been baptised, and a further 1% being unsure. A growing church needs to exercise a ministry among the unbaptised as well as among the baptised.
4.4 Communicant status











Adults










    
    %
     

Confirmed








   79
Admitted to communion






   12
Not admitted to communion






     9
Four out of every five adult worshippers are people who have been confirmed (79%) and a further 12% have been admitted to communion without confirmation. This leaves 9% of the worshippers who are not communicants. Such people may have distinctive needs and expectations within a church that is often eucharistically based. A proportion of worshippers who are not communicants may be a sign of growth (attracting new members) and may provide an opportunity for discipling (including preparation for confirmation).

Church membership

4.5 Electoral roll of parish










Adults










    
    %
     

On electoral roll







   73
Not on electoral roll







   19
Unsure









     8

Just over two thirds of adult worshippers were on the electoral roll of the church at which they completed the survey (73%), and a quite high proportion (8%) were unsure. In one sense, a high proportion of worshippers from outside the electoral roll may be a sign of growth, or it may indicate a need to be more active in enlisting new members to the roll.

4.6 Belonged to a different denomination or faith











Adults










    
    %
     

Different faith








     4
Different denomination






   33
Neither









   63
A large number of adults currently attending acts of worship in an Anglican church bring previous experience of association with other religious groups: 4% have had experience of other faith traditions, and 33% have had experience of other Christian denominations. Here are signs of what is sometimes described as ‘transfer growth’.

4.7 Belong to another Christian fellowship











Adults










    
    %
     

No









   85
Yes – Church of England






     9
Yes – Non Church of England





     4

Yes – Independent fellowship






     2
Currently the majority of adults attending acts of worship in an Anglican church draw their contact with the Christian community from that one source. Just 9% have contact with another Anglican church, 4% with a church of another denomination, and 2% with an independent Christian fellowship. In one sense, these figures may show loyalty to the home church (in which the survey was completed). In another sense, they underscore the responsibility of the home church for the nurture of these adults within the Christian faith.

Church and home

4.8 How long did it take you to travel to church today?











Adults










    
    %
     

Less than ten minutes







   60
10-20 minutes








   29
20-40 minutes








     8
40-60 minutes








     2
At least an hour     







     1
These figures demonstrate that the majority of adults who attend acts of worship do so in churches quite close to where they happen to be. Only 11% of them take more than 20 minutes to travel to church, and for 60% the journey takes less than ten minutes. There is a very real sense in which these churches have a local ministry.

4.9 Means of travel











Adults










    
    %
     

Walk









   49
Cycle









     3
Bus









     6
Car









   41
Rail









     1
The nature of this local ministry is further emphasised by the fact that nearly half of the adults walked to the act of worship that they attended (49%). Another 41% came by car, and just 7% used public transport.
4.10 How long have you regarded this as your church?











Adults










    
    %
     

Just visiting








     7
1 year or less








     9
1-3 years








   13
3-5 years








   10

More than five years







   61
These figures show that the local churches draw on a solid core of long-standing members. About three-fifths of the adult worshippers have been attending their church for more than five years (61%). Nonetheless, there is also a steady pattern of recruitment during the past five years, and a small number of visitors (7%). Such data show real signs of growth.

4.11 How long have you lived at or within a mile of your present address?










Adults










    
    %
     

Under 1 year








     7
1-4 years








   17
5-9 years








   15
10 years or more







   61
In terms of geographical stability, three fifths of the adult worshippers have lived at or within a mile of their present address for at least ten years (61%), adding to the stability of the local churches. At the same time, however, these local churches have proved themselves capable of drawing in newcomers to the area. Here is another positive sign of growth.

Attendance patterns
4.12 Has your pattern of attendance at this church changed in the last three years?










Adults










    
    %
     

No









   65
Come new to this church






     9
Increased








   15
Decreased








     6

Not applicable                   






     5
The solid core of members is maintaining its pattern of attendance, neither increasing nor decreasing (65%). Where change is reported, this tends to be good news rather than bad. Signs of growth are shown by 15% increasing their attendance, and by 9% coming new to the church. Signs of growth should not detract, however, from the importance of the 6% who have decreased their attendance. Decreased attendance for many is preparatory to becoming church-leavers.
4.13 Frequency of attendance











Adults










    
    %
     

Less than six times per year






     3

Six times a year







     2

Once a month








     5
Twice a month








   11
Three times a month







   17
Weekly








   57
At least three times per week






     5
The majority of adult worshippers see themselves as committed to a regular and frequent pattern of attendance; six out of every ten are there every week (62%), with another 17% striving to make attendance at least three times a month. This leaves a very small proportion of casual attendances who come less than monthly (5%). Here are signs of a committed group of people, with relatively little flexibility at the margins for fringe members.

4.14 In the last four Sundays how often did you attend specific types of service?




Eucharistic
Morning
Evening    Family/
Other






Prayer

Prayer       All-Age




%
      %

%

%
    %

No attendance


28
     78

85

61
   82
Once

                        16
       6

  6

20
     9
Twice



16
       6

  3

  6
     4
Three times


15
       4

  2

  5
     2
Four times


25
       6

  4

  8
     3
These detailed figures about the service preferences of adult churchgoers confirm our view of the Anglican Church as a eucharistic people. During the four-week period, just over one in four of the worshippers did not attend a eucharistic service (28%). On the other hand, only one quarter of worshippers attended a eucharist every week (25%). The Anglican Church is more than just a eucharist-centred people.
The place of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer in the public image of Anglican worship has almost disappeared. During the four-week period 78% of the worshippers had not experienced Morning Prayer and the proportion rose to 85% who had not experienced Evening Prayer.
Family and All-Age services play a part in the experience of two fifths of the adults who worship in Anglican churches (39%) and for 8% this is the form of worship that they attend Sunday-by-Sunday, four times a month.

Other forms of worship, too, are attracting significant minorities of worshippers (18%) at least once a month.

However, given that the figures in tables 4.8, 4.9 and 4.13 suggest that most respondents are attending their local church on a weekly basis these figures may represent an acceptance or reflection of what that church offers rather than a specific preference expressed by individual worshippers. Detailed analysis of the written comments of respondents, which will follow in the final report on this enquiry, may be able to clarify the extent to which what is on offer in the local churches accurately reflects the preferences of individual worshippers. 
5. Listening to the adults
Introduction

This chapter maintains the focus on the adults aged twenty or over who responded to the survey. It listens to how these adult worshippers feel about their connection with the church that they attend and about their spiritual journey. It begins by exploring seven themes about the church styled as:

· a sense of belonging;

· a sense of not belonging;

· feeling at home;

· drifting away;

· faith and life;

· building for the future;

· growing in faith.

It then explores six themes concerned with the spiritual resources on which they draw styled as:
· ancient and modern;

· church services;

· books;

· prayer and contemplation;

· other people;

· discipling groups.

This section of the questionnaire was thoroughly completed by 9,506 adult worshippers.

About the church

5.1 A Sense of Belonging










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I feel a strong sense of belonging to my church
    

87
11
  2

My church is an important part of my social life
    

61
23
16
I turn to fellow members of my church when I need help
    
47
29
24
I feel part of my church’s decision making

    

41
34
25
This positive set of statements makes it clear that the majority of adult worshippers have a strong sense of belonging to their church (87%). The social capital potential within the churches is also strong, with three fifths saying that their church is an important part of their social life (61%) and almost half saying that they turn to fellow members of their church when they need help (47%). Not quite so many adult worshippers, however, feel part of their church’s decision making (41%). Here are the signs of strong church communities that can plan for growth.
5.2 A sense of not belonging










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 % 

I am not involved in the running of my church
    

33
24
43
My relationships are fairly superficial within my church

20
28
52
If I could find a form of worship that suited me on the internet, 

I would stop going to church
      



  1
13
86
If I could find a form of worship that suited me on TV, 

I would stop going to church

     


  1
12
87
This less positive set of statements reminds us that a significant minority of the adult worshippers feel somewhat on the edge of church life. One in three have no ownership of being involved in running their church (33%). One in five feel that their relationships are fairly superficial within their church (20%). On the other hand, very few feel that they would want to swap their involvement in the life of the church for worship provided by the television (1%) or by the internet (1%).

5.3 Feeling at home










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

Members of my church care deeply for one another
    

72
25
3
In my church I can read the service sheets and books easily

89
  9
2

In my church I can hear the services and readings clearly
    
86
10
4
The majority of adult worshippers feel at home in their church, where they find it easy to read the service books (89%) and easy to hear the services and readings (86%). They feel that the members of the church care deeply for one another (72%).
5.4 Drifting Away










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

My church makes too many demands on my time
     

  5
21
74

My church makes too many demands on my money
    

  4
20
76
Sunday worship in my church is usually boring
     

  4
16
80
Nowadays I feel less close to God than I used to
   

13
23
62
Often I get more spiritual help outside the church than within it
14
35
51
This less positive set of statements suggests that one in every eight of the adult worshippers is beginning to drift away from the church: 13% are saying that nowadays they feel less close to God than they used to, and 14% are beginning to feel that they get more spiritual help outside the church than within it. Within this group of drifters, one in twenty seem to be getting quite close to exit. They have begun to resent the demands being made by the church on their time (5%) and money (4%). They have begun to find the Sunday worship boring (4%). Here are worrying signs.

5.5 Faith and Life










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

My church meets my spiritual needs


  
 
74
20
  6
The worship in my church is directly connected to my daily life
60
29
11
My Christian faith influences my important decisions in life

78
19
  3

My Christian faith influences my attitude towards other people
84
14
  2
The majority of adult worshippers are satisfied that the church is meeting their spiritual needs (74%) and feel that worship in their church directly connects to their daily life (60%). At the same time, the negative responses given to these questions resonate with the previous section: one in twenty find that the church does not meet their spiritual need (6%) and one in ten finds that the worship in their church is not directly connected to their daily life (11%). The majority of adult worshippers feel their Christian faith influences the important decisions in their lives (78%), and influences their attitudes towards other people (84%).

5.6 Building for the future










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

The membership of my church will grow in the next 

twelve months






42
51
  6
I often invite other people to come to my church
    

32
28
40

I would never invite anyone to come to my church
     

  4
15
81
It is not easy for newcomers in my church

    

  9
26
65
These figures suggest that more adult worshippers are optimistic about their church’s future than are pessimistic about it. Thus 42% believe that their church will grow during the next twelve months, compared with just 6% who do not believe that their church will grow over that period. Some worshippers are trying to make growth happen by inviting other people to come to their church (32%) but a larger number are are not inviting others (40%). Only a handful say that they would never invite anyone to come to their church (4%). There are, however, two important signs of warning in the data. One in ten of the adult worshippers recognise that it is not easy for newcomers in their church (9%). Here are structural issues that need tackling. One in every two of the adult churchgoers is uncertain about the potential for their church to grow (48%). Here are confidence-building issues that need tackling.

5.7 Growing in faith










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am growing in my Christian faith




70
26
  4
I feel confident to explain my faith to other people


64
28
  8
I would welcome the opportunity to learn more about Christianity
64
29
  7
Overall these figures point to a growing and to a learning church. Over two thirds of the worshippers feel that they are growing in the Christian faith (70%) and nearly two thirds feel confident to explain their faith to others (64%). The most promising sign of growth, however, is the recognition that 64% of the adult worshippers would welcome the opportunity to learn more about Christianity. Here is a church keen on education for discipleship and ready for education for ministry.

Sources of spiritual help

5.8 Ancient and modern










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…
services that use older forms of English


29
38
33
services that use up-to-date forms of English


48
38
14

hymns that use older form of English



42
38
20
hymns that use up-to-date forms of English


50
36
14
Adult worshippers clearly continue to hold personal preferences for the different forms of English language that are currently used in church. In terms of services, 29% vote for older forms of English and 48% vote for up-to-date forms of English. In terms of hymns, 42% vote for the older forms of English and 50% for the up-to-date forms of English. However, it is perhaps the negative responses of these questions that are the more revealing. Generally, the majority of adult worshippers are tolerant of different forms of language, but it is clear that the older forms create more barriers than the up-to-date forms. Thus, twice as many adult worshippers say that they are not helped by the older forms of English (33%), compared with 14% who say that they are not helped by the up-to-date forms of English.
5.9 Church Services










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

listening to sermons





80
17
  3

periods of silence in services




69
25
  6
ceremony in services





57
30
 13
Both speech and silence were rated as important by the majority of adult worshippers: 80% were helped in their faith by listening to sermons and 69% were helped in their faith by periods of silence in services. Ceremony in services was found helpful by 57% of the adult worshippers. Time invested in preparing sermons and in planning worship seems to be time well spent.

5.10 Books










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

reading the Bible





62
23
15
reading Christian books




51
34
15
reading non-religious books




29
43
28
Reading remains an important source of spiritual help. Reading the Bible has helped 62% of the adult worshippers, reading Christian books has helped 51%, and reading non-religious books has helped 29%. Perhaps the ministry of Christian bookshops and Christian book stalls should not be underrated.

5.11 Prayer and contemplation










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

praying by myself





78
17
  5
considering the natural world




60 
30
10
going on retreat





28 
47 
25
Praying and contemplation also remain important sources of spiritual help. Thus, 78% of adult worshippers have been helped in their faith by praying themselves, and 60% by considering the natural world. Here are signs of growth that need to be properly nurtured by local churches. Just over a quarter of adult worshippers reported that they had been helped in their faith by going on retreat (28%). Here is a sign of growth that may need further encouragement and further sponsorship by the wider church.
5.12 Other people










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

discussing my faith with others



62
26
12
conversations with others




69
25
  6
my closest relationships




62
30
  8

Other people played an important part in helping the faith of around two-thirds of the adult worshippers: 69% had been helped by conversations with others; 62% had been helped by discussing their faith with others; 62% had been helped by their closest relationships. Here is a sign of growth that local churches could nurture by training and encouraging people to talk about their faith, and to listen to others talking about their faith.

5.13 Discipling Groups










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

bible study groups





38
36
26
prayer groups






35
40
25
the Alpha course





16
52
32
the Emmaus programme




  6
65
29
These figures suggest that discipling groups may not be playing as important a role in the spiritual development of adult worshippers as may have been hoped. Just over a third have been helped by Bible study groups (38%), or by prayer groups (35%); 16% have been helped by the Alpha course, and 6% by the Emmaus programme. If this is the case, the real source of in-put and resourcing seems to be through worship events, whether conventional Sunday church services or weekday activities. It is on such acts of worship that resources might best be concentrated. 

6. Meeting the school pupils

Introduction
This chapter examines the responses to the survey of all those aged between 5 and 16 years who completed the survey as part of a worship service organised by the church and that involved voluntary attendance. A further group of 670 young people who completed the survey as part of visits made to church by local schools for school services have not been included in this analysis. This chapter begins by listening to who they are and to how they relate to the church that they are attending during the period of the survey. Then the chapter listens to their pattern of church attendance. Throughout this chapter the term ‘school pupils’ is used simply as a short-hand expression to identify young people between the ages of 5 and 16 years. 1,623 young people in this age group completed the section of the survey on which this chapter is based. Of this group of young people, 41% were male and 59% female.
Who comes to acts of worship?

6.1 Baptised










Pupils









    %

No








   14
Yes as an infant






   65
Yes as a child







   19
Yes as an adult






  < 1
Unsure








     2
Two thirds of the school pupils attending worship (65%) were baptised as infants, suggesting that they come from families for whom infant baptism was important. A further one fifth were baptised as children (21%), suggesting at least some family involvement in church life. A few had seen their baptism as an ‘adult act of commitment’ (less than 1%). This leaves 14% who are not baptised and 2% unsure about their baptismal status. The proportion of unbaptised school pupils within a Church that practises infant baptism indicates potential for growth (recruiting new members) and potential for discipling (including baptism preparation involving both young people and their parents).

6.2 Communicant status










Pupils









    %

Already confirmed






   18
Admitted to communion





   20
Not admitted to communion





   62

Within this age group (5 through 16 years) almost two fifths have been admitted to communion: 18% involving confirmation and 20% prior to confirmation. A eucharistically centred church has found ways of welcoming young people as communicants before confirmation. This pattern of Christian initiation may provide two key opportunities for discipling and for nurture in preparation for admission to communion and in preparation for confirmation.

Church membership

6.3 Belonged to a different denomination or faith









Pupils









    % 

Different faith







     3
Different denomination    





   17
No








   80
Even among the school pupils, a considerable number of those currently worshipping in Anglican churches bring previous experience of association with other religious groups: 3% have had experience of another faith tradition, and 17% have had experience of other Christian denominations.

6.4 Currently belong to another Christian fellowship










Pupils









     %

No








    86
Yes – Church of England





      9
Yes – Non C of E






      4

Yes – Independent fellowship





      1
The pattern of association with other Christian groups maintained by the school pupils closely matches that of the adult worshippers. The majority of school pupils attending acts of worship in an Anglican church draw their contact with the Christian community from that one source. Just 9% have contact with another Anglican church, 4% with a church of another denomination, and 1% with an independent Christian fellowship. These figures clarify the core responsibility of the local church for providing for and for maintaining the faith formation of the school pupils with whom it has contact.

Church and home

6.5 How long did it take you to travel to church today?










Pupils









    %

Less than ten minutes






    72
10-20 minutes







    21
20-40 minutes







      6
40-60 minutes







      1

At least an hour






   < 1

The majority of adult worshippers took less than ten minutes to travel to church (60%). Proximity to the church is even more important to the school pupils, with 72% taking less than ten minutes to travel to church. While 11% of the adult worshippers took more than 20 minutes to travel to church, the proportion fell to 7% among the school pupils. There is a very real sense in which these churches have a local ministry among school pupils.

6.6 Means of travel










Pupils









    %

Walk








    48

Cycle








      3

Bus








      6
Car








    43
Rail








   < 1

The mode of travel to church among school pupils reflects that of the adult worshippers: 49% of adults walked to church, and so did 48% of school pupils; 41% of adults came by car and so did 43% of school pupils; 7% of adults used public transport and so did 6% of school pupils.
6.7 How long have you regarded this as your church?










Pupils









    %

Just visiting







      3
1 year or less







      8
1-3 years







    15
3-5 years







    16
More than five years






    58
The majority of the school pupils attending worship see themselves as established members of the church that they are attending: three fifths have regarded this as their church for more than five years (58%), and a further 16% have done so for between three and five years. This still means that 23% have grown to regard this as their church within the past three years and 3% were regarding themselves as visitors. Such figures show real signs of growth and recruitment among young people.

6.8 How long have you lived at or within a mile of your present address?










Pupils









    %

Under 1 year







      5

1-4 years







    17
5-9 years







    43
10 years or more






    35
Data provided by the adult churchgoers demonstrated that 74% of them had lived for at least five years at or within a mile of their present address. A similar proportion of the school pupils (78%) reported that this was the case for them too. The fact that 26% adults and 22% of school pupils attending worship have come new to the area within the past five years suggests a church that is recruiting and growing new members.
Attendance patterns

6.9 Has your pattern of attendance at this church changed in the last three years?









Pupils









    %

No








    66
Come new to this church





      6
Increased







    17
Decreased







      8
Not applicable







      3
The majority of the school pupils attending worship do so as already established members of the congregation. Thus 66% say that their pattern of attendance has not changed within the last three years. Signs of growth among young people are indicated by the 6% who say that they are newcomers to this church and by the 17% who say that their pattern of attendance has increased during the past three years. At the same time, however, another 8% say that their pattern of attendance has decreased during the past three years and we have no way of knowing from the survey how many others would have taken that option in the survey had their decreasing attendance not meant that they were not present to complete the form.

6.10 Frequency of attendance










Pupils









    %

Less than six times per year





      4
Six times a year






      2

Once a month







      6
Twice a month







    14
Three times a month






    17
Weekly







    55
At least three times a week





      2
The frequency of attendance reported by the pupils reflects closely the frequency of attendance reported by the adult worshippers. Thus 62% of adults reported weekly attendance and so did 57% of school pupils. The frequency dropped to three times a month for 17% of adults and 17% of school pupils. Less than monthly attendance was reported by just 5% of adults and 6% of school pupils. This high level of attendance suggests that the local churches may be able to plan for a large element of continuity in their ministry among young people. The danger, however, is that infrequent attendees will feel marginalised. 

6.11 In the last four Sundays how often did you attend specific types of service?




Eucharist
Morning
Evening
Family/       Other






Prayer

Prayer

All Age




      %

      %

     %

    %
           %

No attendance

    41

     82

     92

   45
          85
Once


    15

       4

       3

   23                 6

Twice


    15

       5

       1

     9

3

Three times

    12

       3

       1

     8

2

Four times

    17

       6

       3

   15

4
Comparisons made between the detailed attendance profiles of school pupils and adult worshippers demonstrate two main differences between the two groups. First, the school pupils attend fewer eucharists than the adults: in the course of a month, 41% of school pupils attended no eucharistic services, compared with 28% of adults. This may reflect the tendency for some eucharistically-based congregations to make alternative provision for young people outside the main services. The danger with this approach may be that young people nurtured outside the eucharistic services of their church fail to be prepared for and integrated into the adult life of the congregation.
Second, the school pupils attend more Family/All Age services than the adults: in the course of a month, 61% of adults did not attend a Family/All Age service, but the proportion fell to 45% among school pupils. On the positive side, these statistics suggest that Family and All Age services may work well to attract younger worshippers. On the negative side, these statistics suggest that Family and All Age services may fail to attract a full representation of the adult church.

These figures also suggest that very few young people who are part of the worshipping community of the Anglican Church are now familiar with the offices, which were once so characteristic of the Anglican tradition: in the course of a month 18% of school pupils experienced Morning Prayer and only 8% experienced Evening Prayer.

7. Listening to the school pupils

Introduction

This chapter maintains the focus on the school pupils (young people between the ages of 5 and 16 years) who responded to the survey. It listens to how these school pupils feel about their connection with the church that they attend and about their spiritual journey. It begins by exploring seven themes about the church styled as:

· a sense of belonging;

· a sense of not belonging;

· feeling at home;

· drifting away;

· faith and life;

· building for the future;

· growing in faith.

It then explores six themes concerned with the spiritual resources on which they draw styled as:

· ancient and modern;

· church services;

· books;

· prayer and contemplation;

· other people;

· discipling groups.

This section of the questionnaire was thoroughly completed by 865 school pupils. It should be noted that this section of the questionnaire contained the rubric ‘Children may choose to leave out this section’. Many of the children who did so wrote or drew their responses to the open ended questions in the survey. An analysis of these responses will be available at a later date.

About the church

7.1 A Sense of belonging










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I feel a strong sense of belonging to my church
    

81
16
  3
My church is an important part of my social life
    

60
28
12
I turn to fellow members of my church when I need help
    
34
36
30
I feel part of my church’s decision making

    

21
41
38
This positive set of statements makes it clear that the majority of school pupil worshippers have a strong sense of belonging to their church (81%) and feel that the church is an important part of their social life (60%). Among these young people there is quite a high sense of drawing support from their local church, with 34% saying that they would turn to fellow members of their local church when they needed help.
A key strategic issue faced by the church concerns the extent to which young people felt that they are important to their church and have a real say in shaping their church community. These data demonstrate that just 21% of school pupils feel part of their church’s decision making.

7.2 A Sense of not belonging










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 % 

I am not involved in the running of my church
    

43
30
27
My relationships are fairly superficial within my church

24
42
34
If I could find a form of worship that suited me on the internet, 

I would stop going to church
      



  3
21
76
If I could find a form of worship that suited me on TV, 

I would stop going to church

     


  2
21
77
This less positive set of statements reminds us that a significant group of school pupil worshippers feel somewhat on the edge of the life of their local church. Two in five feel that they are not involved in running their church (43%) and one in four that their relationships are fairly superficial within their church (24%). Very few of these young people, however feel that they would want to swap their involvement in the life of the church for worship provided by the internet (3%) or by television (2%).

7.3 Feeling at home










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

Members of my church care deeply for one another
    

69
29
2
In my church I can read the service sheets and books easily

76
20
4
In my church I can hear the services and readings clearly
    
77
20
3
The school pupil worshippers share the sense of many of the adult worshippers of being at home in their local church: 72% of the adults and 69% of the school pupils feel that members of their church care deeply for one another. Nonetheless, there is a sense in which the print-culture of many churches disadvantages their younger participants. While 87% of adults feel that they can read the service sheets and books easily, the proportion falls to 76% among school pupils. While 86% of adults feel that they can hear the services and readings clearly, the proportion falls to 77% among school pupils.
7.4 Drifting Away










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

My church makes too many demands on my time
     

  4
34
62
My church makes too many demands on my money
    

  3
31
66
Sunday worship in my church is usually boring
     

12
33
55
Nowadays I feel less close to God than I used to
   

18
31
51 

Often I get more spiritual help outside the church than within it
14
51
35
The responses of the adults and the school pupils to these less positive statements were often very similar: 5% of adults said that the church makes too many demands on their time and so did 4% of school pupils; 4% of adults said that the church makes too many demands on their money and so did 3% of school pupils. One in eight adults said that nowadays they felt less close to God than they used to (13%), and so did 18% of school pupils. At the same time, 14% of adults and 14% of school pupils felt that they often get more spiritual help outside the church than within it. There is one statistic in this section, however, that may deserve greater reflection. While just 4% of adults felt that Sunday worship in their church was usually boring, the proportion rose to 12% among school pupils. This statistic is a reminder that much of church life may be run for adults by adults and that children and young people may simply feel out of place and tempted to drift away.  
7.5 Faith and Life










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

My church meets my spiritual needs


  
 
53
41
  6
The worship in my church is directly connected to my daily life
37
49
14
My Christian faith influences my important decisions in life

55
39
  6
My Christian faith influences my attitude towards other people
56
37
  7
The statistics in this section make it clear that school pupils feel a considerably weaker link between faith and life than that experienced by the adult worshippers. While 74% of adults feel that the church meets their spiritual needs, the proportion falls to 53% among school pupils. While 60% of adults feel that the worship in their church is directly connected to their daily life, the proportion falls to 37% among school pupils. Nonetheless, over half of these young people are showing that they perceive their faith to be having a real influence on the way in which they live: 55% say that their Christian faith influences important decisions in their life, and 56% say that their Christian faith influences their attitudes towards other people.
7.6 Building for the future










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

The membership of my church will grow in the next 

twelve months






36
58
  6
I often invite other people to come to my church
    

26
28
46
I would never invite anyone to come to my church
     

  9
26
65
It is not easy for newcomers in my church

    

  9
34
57
These young people are showing real signs of confidence in their local church, the kind of confidence that indeed leads to growth. One in four of the school pupils often invite other people to come to their church (26%), compared with only 9% who say that they would never invite anyone to come to their church. Only a small minority of school pupils (9%) feel that it is not easy for newcomers in their church and 36% feel that the membership of their church will grow in the next twelve months. Such young people have hope in the future and hope for the future.

7.7 Growing in faith










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am growing in my Christian faith




70
26
  4
I feel confident to explain my faith to other people


58
35
  7
I would welcome the opportunity to learn more about Christianity
65
31
  4
The majority of the school pupils who attend worship in Anglican churches in the Kingston Episcopal Area feel that they are growing in their faith, want to share their faith with others, and welcome opportunities to learn more about their faith. It is a sign of growth for the churches that 70% of these young people feel that they are growing in their Christian faith. It is a sign of growth for the churches that 58% of these young people feel confident to explain their faith to other people. It is a sign of growth for the churches that 65% of these young people would welcome the opportunity to learn more about Christianity.

Sources of spiritual help
7.8 Ancient and modern










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

services that use older forms of English


15
50
35
services that use up to date forms of English


42
48
10
hymns that use older form of English



24
51
25
hymns that use up to date forms of English


44
46
10
Among the adult worshippers there was an overall preference for modern language over traditional language, but the support for traditional language is further eroded among the young people. While 29% of adults found that they were helped in their faith by services that used older forms of English, the proportion dropped to 15% of school pupils. While 42% of adults found that they were helped in their faith by hymns that use older forms of English, the proportion dropped to 24% of school pupils. The statistics show that young people report that they derive more help from up-to-date forms of English than from the older forms of English.
7.9 Church Services










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

listening to sermons





47
41
12
periods of silence in services




43
42
15
ceremony in services





39
49
12
Sermons are rated much less highly by school pupils than by adults, and yet as many as 47% of school pupils say that they are helped in their faith by sermons (compared with 80% of adults). Periods of silence in services are rated much less highly by school pupils than by adults, and yet as many as 43% of school pupils say that they are helped in their faith by periods of silence in services (compared with 69% of adults). Ceremony is found helpful in services by 39% of school pupils (compared with 57% of adults). These figures simply help to remind us that the expectations of the adult worshipping community do not always transfer to the young people who worship alongside them.
7.10 Books










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

reading the Bible





55
31
14
reading Christian books




44
43
14
reading non-religious books




20
49
31
The church is a culture heavily shaped by the print medium and by books. The school pupils who come to church are learning to participate in that culture. Thus, 55% say that they are helped in their faith by reading the Bible, 44% by reading Christian books and 20% by reading non-religious books.
7.11 Prayer and contemplation










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

praying by myself





60
31
  9
considering the natural world




43
46
11
going on retreat





19
61
20
The spirituality of the young people who worship in Anglican churches in the Kingston Episcopal Area is being resourced in a variety of traditional ways. Thus, 60% say that they are helped in their faith by praying by themselves, 43% by considering the natural world, and 19% by going on retreat.

7.12 Other people










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

discussing my faith with others



52
34
14
conversations with others




53
39
  8
my closest relationships




44
46
10
The young people who worship in Anglican churches in this area also recognise the important role that other people have played in their journey of faith. Thus, 52% say that they are helped by discussing their faith with others, 53% by conversations with others, and 44% by their close relationships.

7.13 Discipling Groups










Yes
 ?
No







     

 %
%
 %

I am helped in my faith by…

bible study groups





31
45
24
prayer groups






26
49
25
A number of young people have also been resourced in their faith by Bible study groups and by prayer groups: 31% say that they are helped in their faith by Bible study groups, and 26% by prayer groups.
8. Conclusion

This study set out as an exploration in empirical theology, following Jesus’ invitation to ‘Go and watch the sower’. Church and academy, bishops, archdeacons and professors, clergy and researchers have collaborated together to examine in depth and in detail precisely what is growing in one specific patch of the Sower’s Kingdom, the Kingston Episcopal Area. The level of interest in, support for and energy devoted to the enterprise has been impressive on all fronts: the bishops and archdeacons who initiated the enquiry, the area deans and the clergy who implemented the enquiry, the children and adults who responded to the enquiry, the team in the Diocese who co-ordinated and processed the completed surveys and the researchers who worked with the data. The data were collected in November and the preliminary report is ready for discussion in June.

This preliminary report is both complete in itself and preparatory to further work. It is complete in itself in the sense that it gives a full account of the information collected and tells a very rich story of how the Anglican Church looks within the Kingston Episcopal Area. We have kept the analysis simple and we have restricted the scope of our interpretation.

The preliminary report has told the story of the whole Kingston Episcopal Area in such a way that the profiles of the two archdeaconries, the eight deaneries and the 122 participating churches can be set alongside the big picture, and so that local groups can ask questions about their own situation. Just as Jesus’ disciples were invited to become empirical theologians, to stand alongside the sower and to evaluate the evidence that they gathered, so too the invitation is now extended to the clergy and to the lay people who wish to examine the preliminary presentation of the data from the Signs of Growth project. What actually counts in growing the Kingdom of God is not the raw data, but how these data are interpreted and applied. This is now the challenge for theological reflection at the levels of Episcopal area, archdeaconry, deanery and parish.

This preliminary report is not complete in itself in the sense that the data generated by the survey still holds many insights and many secrets that yearn to be released. A great deal of technical work still remains to be completed back on the research bench of the project team within the academy. In particular, there are two important tasks which must be undertaken.

The first task concerns the qualitative data generated by the survey, that is the many responses, written (or drawn) by children, young people and adults, to the ‘open-ended’ questions in the survey. The written responses have been typed into the database and are being worked on by members of the research team. We will make a start by focussing on the comments made by the young adults in their twenties, since this is the group with which the churches in the area have least contact. We hope, therefore, to learn from these young adults who continue to worship with us.

The second task concerns returning to the quantitative data generated by the survey, that is the statistical material already presented in overview in the preliminary report. We are in the process of nesting these data alongside other information already routinely collected by the Diocese and others and data provide by the parochial clergy in the short questionnaire that they completed as part of the Signs of Growth process.  When these sources of data are placed side-by-side, multi-level and multi-variate techniques of statistical analysis should enable us to test important theories about factors most clearly associated with signs of growth.

All good empirical research tends to lead both to answers to questions already asked and to knowledge about questions that still need to be asked. The research team is conscious of three limitations on the scope of the present study that could be addressed by further work.
The first limitation is that we now know a great deal about the people who come to worship in most of the Anglican churches within the Kingston Episcopal Area, but we do not know enough about the leadership styles offered to these churches to interpret some of the differences observed in the people. Only a detailed survey of clergy who lead these churches could fill that gap.

The second limitation is that, although we hold detailed information on the people who worship in most of the Anglican churches within the Woolwich Episcopal Area and the Kingston Episcopal Area, this is, of course, restricted to a total of 228 churches. In other words, the sample of churches is quite small. Only extensions of the survey through a larger number of churches could add to the statistical power of our conclusions regarding the factors associated with signs of growth. It would be good if other dioceses were to follow the example set by the present study.
The third limitation is that, although we gathered a great deal of key information from each of the participants in the survey, what we could ask was clearly restricted by the number of questions that could be comfortably completed by the worshippers within the time available. Those of us who designed the project debated hard and long to ensure that we made the best use of the space and time available. Inevitably we had to agree to leave a number of questions ‘for another day’. The research team is particularly interested in the theory that church congregations ‘take on a personality of their own’, and that as a consequence growth only really takes place by attracting new members who are comfortable within that ‘personality profile’. Only a new survey that includes a different range of questions can test the relevance of this theory for understanding signs of growth within the Kingston Episcopal Area.

Empirical theologians are committed to the view that Jesus’ invitation to go out and to observe the sower was not simply a one-off invitation to watch, but rather an invitation to adopt a clear methodological perspective. Where there are signs of growth, the hand of God is at work. It would be a failure on our part not to observe, not to take note, and not to collaborate as co-workers where God reigns.
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