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The Haxey Hood  

The 6th  January in the Western Church is known as Epiphany and celebrates the visit of the Magi to Jesus traditionally bringing gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh (Matt. 2:11).  In the Eastern Church as well as celebrating Jesusõ birth, Epiphany marks the baptism of Christ 

by John the Baptist.   

There is also a much less well known tradition celebrated on 6th January in a village in North Lincolnshire where I grew up ð the Haxey 
Hood.  This has nothing to do with either of the above definitions and is probably (almost definitely) pagan in origin.  The ôofficialõ story is 

that in the fourteenth century the lady of the manor was riding over the hill when she lost her silk hood.  The thirteen men working in 
the fields ran to try and catch it; the man who did was too self-conscious to hand it back so one of the braver workers did.  Lady de 

Mowbray said that the man who caught the hood had acted like a ôfoolõ and the one who handed it back like a ôlordõ, she then gifted thir-

teen acres of land to the parish on condition that they re-enacted the chase each year.  

So every 6th  January (unless it falls on Sunday when it is the 5th  January) the villagers of Haxey and neighbouring Westwoodside gather 
to witness the thirteen ôBogginsõ, including the Lord, Chief Boggin and Fool make their way between four local public houses before the 

Fool leads the procession to an old mounting stone outside St Nicholas Church.  The Fool then makes a welcome speech whilst the 
other Boggins light a fire of damp straw, known as ôSmoking the Foolõ, this is apparently a watered down version as the Fool was previ-

ously dangled from a tree over the fire.  Everyone joins in with the final lines of the speech òHouse against house, town against town, if a 

man meets a man knock him down but donõt hurt himó (translation). 

Everyone then makes their way to the hill where the game begins.  Anyone can join in, the object is to get the leather hood to one of the 

local public houses in a large rugby type scrum known as ôthe Swayõ.  No-one can throw or run with the hood, at any one time there can 
be about 200 people in the Sway with 1000 spectators.  Depending where the Hood is being taken, games can last from a couple of 

hours until well into the night.  The Boggins are there to maintain order and protect property from damage; they also raise money for 

local charities by singing traditional songs such as John Barleycorn and The Farmerõs Boy in the local public houses before the Hood. 

So if you are ever in North Lincolnshire at Epiphany and looking for something to do, wrap up warm and head for the Haxey Hood. 

Vivian Snell 

The Christmas Fair  

Our Christmas Fair took place on Saturday 3rd December and 
raised over £1400 for local charities and good causes in Wands-

worth. 

The fair was a mixture of traditional stalls and local businesses sell-
ing a range of goods. There were plenty of opportunities to buy 

Christmas presents amongst the many hand-made gifts. We sup-
ported some stallholders venturing into the fair for the first time 

with new businesses, several selling items made by themselves. 
There is a lot of creative talent in Earlsfield!  There were craft ac-

tivities, lucky dips, Santa's Grotto, face painting and games for chil-
dren to enjoy! The popular refreshments area and cake stall were 

bustling all day! Jams and preserves sold out, along with Michelle's 

festive door wreaths and table decorations.   

We were delighted to have some ladies from the Ahmaddiyya com-
munity join us this year. They served hot food and painted henna 

designs on people's hands. 

Several people commented how nice it was to see a really good 
mix of stalls like fairs used to be, a real community effort. There 

was a lovely atmosphere, and despite neither opening a garden nor 
having a school choir, Christmas tree or mulled wine, a good num-

ber of people came in. The Christmas card publicity must have 

helped with that.  

It also made a huge difference moving the furniture and setting up 
in stages over two days, rather than having to do it all on Friday 

evening.  Many thanks to Roger, Marion, Helen and Nancy for help-

ing to organise that. 

It was a good opportunity for many local people to look around the 

church building who might not normally come in, and indeed many 
did stay a while, sitting on the pews, having some lunch and soaking 

up the festive atmosphere. 

There was a really good feel about the day and everyone helped to 

clear up, which was great! 

Helen Gibbs 

 

 

 

 

The Childrenõs Society 

This year our Christingle Service was held on Saturday 10th Decem-
ber at 4pm.  Our thanks go to our Vicar, Jonathan Brown, who 

talked to the children.  The Service was well attended, so we have 
decided it will be on a Saturday in the future.  £134.56 was col-

lected and sent to the Society. 

 

 Carol singing  

 On Saturday December 17th a small group of us sang carols out-
side St. Andrewõs.  As always the people of Earlsfield were most 

generous £102.91 was raised.  We would welcome more people to 

join us next year, especially some young people . 

 

Box Collections 2011  

The following money was collected: 

 May  £165 

November £189.40 

Over the year Ã637 was sent to the Childrenõs Society 

 Thank you 

 Joan Pelling 
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Sun 8th  1st Sunday of Epiphany / the baptism of Christ  

  10am       Family Service  

 

Wed 11th 10.30am   Morning Prayer followed by refreshments 

  8pm         Kindle a Flame ð meditative evening service 

  

Sun 15th  2nd Sunday of Epiphany and Holy Baptism 

  10am        Parish Communion               

 

Wed  18th 10.30am    Morning Prayer followed by refreshments 

  8pm          Kindle a Flame ð meditative evening service 

 

Sun 22nd  3rd Sunday of Epiphany  

  10am    Parish Communion  

   

Wed 25th 10.30am    Holy Communion followed by refreshments 

  8pm          Kindle a Flame ð meditative evening service 

 

Sun 29th  Candlemas/ Presentation of Christ in the Temple   

  10am Parish Communion 

Tues 31st 7.30pm PCC Meeting 

Wed 1st Feb 10.30am    Holy Communion followed by refreshments 

  8pm          Kindle a Flame ð meditative evening service 

 

Sun 5th 3rd Sunday Before Lent  

  10am       Family Service  

 

   

BAPTISMS  

 The following Baptisms have taken place: 

11th December  

          Hector Charles Hunter Barbour 

         Georgina Caroline Cooper Henderson 

   

       

 

Flowers 2012 

New Flower List is available in the 

Narthax.  Please sign up for a Sunday.  

Many thanks  

 Anne 



   Our ServicesOur ServicesOur Services    

 10am 1st Sunday of the month   

Family Service and Holy Communion  

  

10am 2nd ð 3rd ð 4th ð 5th Sundays of the month 

Parish Communion with activities for children  

 

10.30am Wednesdays  

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  

  

8pm every Wednesday 

 Kindle a Flame ð a meditative evening service  

 

Refreshments are available after the Sunday 10am and Wednesday 12.30pm services. 

We love everyone to stay and socialise for a while, getting to know each other better. 

 

STAFF TEAM  

 

VICAR                  The Vicarage, St Andrewõs Court , SW18 3QF 

 Revd Jonathan Brown                              8946 4214  

            Email:  vicar@standrewsearlsfield.org 

  

HONORARY CURATES 

Revd Victoria Hackett                 8947 3755     

                                                   Email: v.ah@btopenworld.com  

Revd Richard Peers     8879 7298                          

                    Email:  richard.peers1@btopenworld.com     

 

LICENSED READERS 

 Mr Michael Okoye     8870 9484 

 .     

To contact the Parish Office:    Mrs Katie MacAuslan (Parish Administrator)       St. Andrewõs Community Centre, Waynflete Street, SW18 3QG 

            (Office opening times ð Weds 10-2pm / Fri 10-2pm)            

T : 020 8879 3440                  E: office@standrewsearlsfield.org                  W : www.standrewsearlsfield.org 

The Yellow Room children 

proudly presented the Nativity on 
Sunday 18th December after some 

very productive rehearsals in the pre-

vious weeks. 

We used a Nativity poem and each 
child had a verse to learn, along with 

three songs: Little Donkey, Away in a 
Manger, and We Wish you a Merry 

Christmas! 

 All the children spoke clearly and sang 
well. The use of the microphone made 

it possible for everyone in the church 

to hear our story. 

The costumes were vibrant and col-
ourful and the angels were pleased to 

wear halos worn by children now all 

grown up! 

 17 children took part in the Nativity 

ranging from 3 to 11 years old. 

Thank you to everyone who took 

part! 

mailto:vicar@loavesandfishes.f2s.com
mailto:v.ah@btopenworld.com
mailto:office@standrewsearlsfield.org

